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Subject: February Report to the Board of Education 

Field Trips and Special Programs: 

 Grades PK, K and 3 will visit the Eastford Public Library on a monthly basis throughout 

the school year.  

 Grades 7 and 8 will visit Union School to listen to a Holocaust speaker on February 12. 

 Grades 7 and 8 will attend Project Providence at Providence College on February 14 to 

learn about team building, sportsmanship, advantages of a healthy lifestyle and to watch a 

Providence College Women’s basketball game. 

 Grades 2 and 3 will attend a Symphony performance at Loos Cultural Center at The 

Woodstock Academy on March 26. 

 Grade 8 Washington, D.C. trip is scheduled for May 12 through May 15, 2020.  Mr. 

Kernan and Mr. Guilbault will chaperone the trip this year along with 3 parent 

chaperones. 

 
Virtual Field Trips: 

 February 13, grade 4 – Wagons West:  Roper Mountain 

 February 25, grades 2 and 3 – Celebration of Seuss:  Muskingum Valley Educational 

Center 

 February 27, Kindergarten – Arctic Animals:  Toledo Zoo 

 March 2, grade 4 – Seuss 2.0:  Muskingum Valley Educational Center 

 April 8, grade 4 – Lure of the West: Smithsonian American Art Museum 
 

Eastford Readiness Program: 

The Readiness Program is full with 17 students. We currently have 16 students registered for 

next school year.  Readiness Surveys have been mailed out to families with children aged birth to 

four years old to gather information about needs for upcoming Readiness planning. 

 
Eastford Readiness Council Update: 

The Council continues to work on revising and aligning policies to include all components for 

School Readiness and NAEYC. The Council meets the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 PM.  

Meetings are open to the public.   

 

 

 



Data on Student Progress:    

The Next Generation Accountability data has been released to districts for the 2018-2019 school 

year.  Each school district is rated in twelve different categories for an overall score.  We earned 

75.9% of the available points with the state average being 74.2%.  This is an improvement over 

the 2017-2018 school year in which we earned 67.9% of the available points.  Notable 

improvement was made in the area of Physical Fitness, as well as in the indicators for Academic 

Growth in ELA and Academic Growth in Math. The full report on the twelve indicators will be 

available at the meeting.   

 

Health and PE Update: 

We are pleased to announce that we have found a PE and Health certified teacher to substitute 

for Mr. Bridgewater during his leave.  Chelsea Samperi, an Eastern CT State University 

graduate, will begin work in Eastford on Wednesday, February 19.   

 

High School Updates: 

 Students should be receiving confirmation on high school applications through the month 

of February.  We will have more concrete numbers indicating student intentions for the 

March meeting.  The following information shows where students have applied: 

 

3 -  Ellis Tech 

1 -  Killingly Ag Ed 

1 -  QMC 

0 -  E.O. Smith High School 

2 -  ACT 

 

Professional Development: 
 ELA teachers will continue to receive support from EastConn on implementing Reader’s 

Workshop.  This will take the form of in-person coaching at EES and workshops at 

EastConn through the spring.  

 I continue to attend monthly Regional Staff Development meetings at EastConn to 

network with area administrators on current topics.   

 All EES teaching staff will meet with teachers from Hampton and Scotland on March 6 

for professional development guided by EastConn staff. This will support the integration 

of SEL with academics and develop background knowledge on effective restorative 

practices.   

 EES support staff will attend a training day in Killingly on March 6.  This training will 

focus on supporting students with Autism Spectrum Disorder.   

 Lori Crocker-Lincoln will attend the ELA Council Meeting at EastConn on March 12.   

 A team of teachers, Dr. Leake and myself will receive support from EastConn in 

developing a “Portrait of an Eastford Learner.”  This will support and guide our 

curriculum and SEL decisions as we move into next school year.  Two meetings are 

scheduled:  February 25 and March 18.   

 
 
 
 



Fundraising: 
 The Student Council will be selling carnations February 3 – February 14 to benefit school 

and community projects. 

 The Student Council will sponsor a dance on February 14 for students in grades 5-8. 

 The Music Department is sponsoring a Talent Show in conjunction with Student Council.   

This is open to all students, staff and families and will be held on March 5 at 6:00 PM.  

Proceeds will benefit Australian Wildlife victims and those suffering from earthquakes in 

Puerto Rico.   

 

 

Community and Other Events: 

 Volunteers from the Congregational Church of Eastford and the Eastford Baptist Church 

continue to offer after school enrichment activities for students on a monthly basis.  

 Congratulations to our boys’ basketball team!  They won the playoff game on February 3 

against Ashford to earn the designation of QVJC small school league champion.  They 

will play in the league championship game against Canterbury on February 6.   

 EES students will celebrate Global School Play Day on February 5 and the 100th day of 

school on February 6. 

 Teachers are planning activities to celebrate Read Across America Day on March 2.  This 

will be a day focused on reading and reading related activities.  We will have a reading 

themed school spirit week, guest readers and other reading related activities.  

 Stephanie Murana and middle school teachers are planning a panel discussion for middle 

school students around the topic of diversity.  Student groups from The Woodstock 

Academy, Trooper Cummings from CT State Police, and a local lawyer have been 

invited. This event is planned for March 19. 

 The PTO will sponsor an author visit on March 23.  Dana Rau, author of books for 

children such as the ‘Who Was?’ biography series and numerous other fiction and 

nonfiction books, picture books and early readers, will visit classes to discuss the writing 

process with students.  

 Mrs. Lessard and Ms. Dill are hosting ECSU student teachers who will be observing one 

day a week for the second semester.    

 Mrs. O’Hara is working with 13 students who are interested in participating in the annual 

Invention Convention.  The state level convention will be held in May.   

 The Music Department is planning a Memorial Day themed performance on May 21 and 

a concert for band members on May 28.  Students will also be invited to perform at the 

town Memorial Day celebration.    
 

 


